 HELLEN IS LYING ABOUT    

     THE DUES INCREASE


On page 6 of The Record sent to your homes, Local 1-2 “reports” that “Local 1-2  Voted  No  On  Dues  Increase.”

THAT IS NOT TRUE. The article, which is even wrong about

what the amendments stated, continues:

                          From the Local 1-2 “Record”

“The Local 1-2 delegation, at President Hellen’s recommendation, voted

 ‘no’ to the following amendments to the UWUA Constitution when they

 were put to a vote on the Convention floor:

· Article VI, Section 1: proposed a per capita dues increase 

     starting July 1, 2003.

· Article VI, Section 1a:  proposed a larger per capita increase 

     effective January 1, 2004.

· Article VI, Section 1b: proposed capping the National Union 

  Special Defense and Organizing Fund at $2 million (from $4 million).

UNFORTUNATELY, THESE AMENDMENTS PASSED.” 

As a result of these amendments, here’s the bottom line – 

· You pay the regular annual dues increase, plus
· You pay the additional dues increase voted by the delegates to the

     National Union Convention, plus
· THE INCREASE IS CUMULATIVE. It’s repeated year after year

     and goes into the base on which future percentage dues increases are  

     computed, plus
· A much greater percentage of this dues increase and all future dues
     increases will go to the National Union than before.

  First of all, Hellen apparently did not understand the amendments. There is no per capita dues increase to you starting July 1, 2003. On that date, the National Union simply changes the way it allocates the money you are already paying it. Instead of paying part of your dues to the Defense Fund, all of your dues are now spent on officers’ salaries and other current operations. Dues do go up as of January 1, 2004, not July 1, 2003, and they go up in an amount greater than they would have gone up if the amendments had not passed. Also, much more of the dues increase will now go to the National Union than before instead of staying with Local. These are very bad developments— BUT IT WOULD HELP IF LOCAL 1-2’S LEADERSHIP UNDERSTOOD WHAT WAS HAPPENING. MAYBE THEN

THEY WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.
Now that we’ve pointed out their ignorance, let’s move on to their outright lies. Want to know how Local 1-2 “opposed” the dues

increase? Here’s how:

At the Convention there are various Committees that make recommendations

to the Convention at large. The Constitutional Committee (six members and a Chairperson) meets behind closed doors to discuss its recommendations to the Convention. Local 1-2’s representative on this Committee was Business Rep Gary Pollaro, whose forte is tearing people down rather than helping members. He opposed the dues increase behind the closed doors of the Committee. When he reported out the Committee’s recommendations to the entire Convention, this is what Pollaro said: “The Constitutional Committee RECOMMENDS the passage of items C-1, C-2 and C-3,” which were the amendments which mandated the dues increase.
 That is how Local 1-2 “opposed” the dues increase. Hellen sat mute along with the rest of his supporters in the Local 1-2 delegation when the amendments were put to a voice vote. There was a small scattering of “no” votes, but none from the section where Hellen and his supporters were seated.  THE ONLY LOCAL 1-2 DELEGATES WHO VOTED “NO” ON THE DUES INCREASE WERE THOSE WHO OPPOSED HELLEN AND HIS DECEPTIONS-- DELEGATES ANDY O’CONNELL, LUCIA GIACOMETTI, JOHN DUFFY, PHIL MURRAY AND ROBERT FARRELL.

The only delegate from Local 1-2 who questioned the President of the

UWUA, Donald Wightman, about the dues increase was Executive Board

member Andy O’Connell, who is opposed to Hellen and his policies. O’Connell asked Wightman “Isn’t there any way to close your budget gap other than to take more money from the members?” Wightman answered that he did not take a pay raise in 2003 nor did any of his officers or staff. He said of the additional dues increase, “There really is no other way.” What Wightman did not tell O’Connell or the other delegates is that immediately after the Convention ended and the dues increase was in the bag, Wightman paid himself and all his officers and staff the very raise he said he had turned down “voluntarily.”

The fact is Hellen and his supporters in the Local 1-2 delegation did not oppose the dues increase when it was put

to a vote. Hellen only took the mike to denounce Farrell and Sugrue when

their names were put in nomination for office. Hellen did not take the mike to speak against or vote against the dues increase.
Should it surprise you that Hellen is lying? Hardly. Hellen lied to the

Local 1-2 Executive Board in order to convict Farrell, Sugrue and Giacometti.

He had a Business Rep, Harry Cordew, spy on his fellow officers and submit an affidavit that was filled with lies. Then Hellen lied to the membership at the February 26 membership meeting. Now Hellen is lying about his opposition to

the dues increase. Lying comes naturally to Hellen.

     

  Tired of the lies and lack of representation? It will continue

      and become increasingly worse if you don’t stand up to be

      heard. Attend the September 25 membership meeting and voice your disgust with Hellen’s leadership and inept administration. 

      If you don’t you have no one to blame but yourself.


                                APATHY IS LETHAL

                  MEMBERS FOR TRUTH AND JUSTICE

