

[image: image1.png]


                                                                                              
DECEIT & SMEARS
“The most successful liars are those that tell half-truths.” – Dr. Samuel Johnson


You recently received a brochure mailed to your homes that was very craftily written. They have writers and lawyers to package their claims in a form they know will look authentic but are not accurate by any stretch of the imagination. 


Who is behind United Members?


It’s Phil Varrichio who retired 10 years ago and was behind the scenes of the “members 1st” party and now “United Members,” more fittingly known as Deceitful Members. Dennis Joyce is just a poor hack being used by Varrichio in an outrageous vendetta against Flaherty. Varrichio is an empty suit who has been trying to ruin Flaherty for ten years. It’s also lawyers who are incensed at Flaherty because he has defeated their clients countless times in countless elections. They are appalled that a mere Utility Worker has been able to consistently defeat high-priced law firms. Just as they tried to pin the VRU on Flaherty, they are distorting the facts of all the litigation about the Trusteeship. Let us set the record straight.

· Flaherty took two lie detector tests in connection with the trusteeship litigation and passed both and was found to be truthful in all respects.

· Both Varrichio and the then National Union President refused to take a lie detector test.

· The lie detector tests were inadmissible in Court.

· The Courts don’t always get it right. Any of you who have ever gone through a divorce know what we are talking about.

· Flaherty was elected Vice-President of the National Union a little less than one year after the Trusteeship was imposed.

· Flaherty was not removed by the Courts from Union office. The Court simply upheld the very broad right of the National Union to impose a trusteeship. Flaherty was removed from office by the National Union Trustee (so was Waters).

· The National Union retained the Chief Financial Officer Phil Varrichio during the Trusteeship.

· The National Union then retained a nationally renowned auditing firm, Buchbinder Tunick, who our Local now uses as its accountants, and paid them $50,000 of your dues money to find some dirt on Flaherty. They couldn’t.     

· The National Union then paid its own auditor over $200,000 to find some dirt on Flaherty. They couldn’t.

· A direct quote from the Trustee James Keller, then National Union Vice President: “There is no money missing, it’s nothing like that.”

· No Federal Judge ever said that Flaherty was a detriment to this membership. That is an out-and-out slanderous and libelous lie.

· Flaherty was not only approved as a consultant by the Local Union’s Executive Board but also by the members at a membership meeting.

· What they didn’t tell you but conveniently left out: A third Federal Judge, John G. Koeltl, ruled on September 26, 2006, that there is no problem with Flaherty being a consultant for our Local Union and being paid his fee. This was the last ruling by the Courts on Flaherty.

· Our Local pays Joe Flaherty hundreds of thousands of dollars less for all he does than what the prior administration paid for only part of those services.  Deceitful Members should know that.  They have members of that administration running on their ticket.  Ask them what they paid in 2004 and early 2005 for “public relations”. 


It is a sign of a very weak and ineffective election campaign that needs to resort to smears, lies and distortions, but that is all that their leaflet contains. This isn’t the first time Deceitful Members has resorted to telling lies, and we know it will not be their last. They lied about the By-Laws that we proposed last year when we sought a way to hold early elections that would not interfere with contract negotiations. Deceitful Members resorted to one lie after another to oppose those By-Laws. They recently added to those lies by saying that we were the ones who opposed early elections – which is the exact opposite of the truth. While their lies are ridiculous to anyone who follows what’s happening, you come to expect that kind of dumb and dishonest behavior from people who get clobbered every time they run for office.


It is patently obvious that the tremendous job Farrell is doing is unassailable, so they have to resort to slandering a consultant to the Union. They are pursuing a vendetta which has nothing to do with you, our members. If the truth be told they could not care less about you or your families.

WATERS OR JOYCE IS THE WRONG CHOICE
_1125319229

