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     ELECTIONS


Has there ever been a group that has so blatantly lied to and deceived our members as “United Members”? We announced not once, not twice, but three times that if the new By-Law that the Union Administration proposed did not pass, we cannot hold early elections. THE ELECTION BY-LAWS AS THEY NOW EXIST DO NOT PERMIT EARLY ELECTIONS unless called by the membership shortly after a contract with Con Edison is ratified. That cannot happen until mid-2008. If you are told otherwise, please read for yourself the By-Laws as they now exist and also as we proposed to change them. 
Here is the relevant language of the current By-Laws:

                  Current Article VII, Section 1 of the By-Laws

“Elections shall be held between sixteen and nineteen weeks following ratification by the membership of the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Local and the Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc. … [or] a secret ballot vote shall be taken at the regular membership meeting  following such ratification to determine whether the membership wishes to hold a special election.”

                                       Current Article VIII, Section 5

“The officers … shall be elected for a term of three (3) years. Under no circumstances may a term of office exceed three years. … The term of office … may be less than three (3) years, if shorter terms are required by the scheduling of elections pursuant to Article VII, Section 1.” (See above for Article VII, Section 1.)

· THIS MEANS THAT THE OFFICERS ELECTED IN 2005 MUST SERVE A FULL THREE YEARS, UNLESS THE MEMBERS CALL FOR AN IMMEDIATE ELECTION (WHICH SOME CALL A “RECALL” ELECTION”) AFTER A CONTRACT WITH CON EDISON IS RATIFIED. THAT CONTRACT, HOWEVER, WON’T BE NEGOTIATED FOR ANOTHER 9 MONTHS.
TO PERMIT AN ELECTION TO BE HELD BEFORE THE END OF THIS YEAR -- MEANING BEFORE NEGOTIATIONS BEGIN FOR NEW CONTRACTS AT ENTERGY, USPOWERGEN AND CON EDISON -- WE PROPOSED TO CHANGE THESE BY-LAWS TO ALLOW EARLY ELECTIONS. Those By-laws did not pass. As a result, the current By-Laws require that we hold elections in the middle of next year instead of the next few months, before negotiations.

ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE, WE REPRINT OUR PROPOSED BY-LAW SO THAT YOU CAN SEE FOR YOURSELF HOW WE WANTED AN EARLY ELECTION AND HOW THIS HYPOCRITICAL OPPOSITION GROUP FOUGHT AGAINST EARLY ELECTIONS, WHATEVER THEY SAY NOW.

HERE IS OUR PROPOSED AMENDMENT  THAT “UNITED MEMBERS” OPPOSED:

                                   PROPOSED AMENDMENT 2007-5
Current Article VIII, Section 5 of the By-Laws shall be amended and renumbered as Article VIII, Section 3: “The officers described in Section 1 of this Article shall be elected for a term of three (3) years, unless an election is directed in a shorter period by the Membership in accordance with Article VII, Section 1(C) of these By-Laws, or, within six months prior to the end of any three year term, by the Executive Board.”

THE THREE-YEAR TERM ENDS NEXT JUNE. IF THIS AMENDMENT HAD PASSED, WE COULD HAVE HELD EARLY ELECTIONS THIS YEAR.
The following would have been Article VII, Section 1(C) if this Amendment had passed: 

“A vote shall be taken by secret ballot at the second Regular Membership Meeting following ratification of the Collective Bargaining Agreement between this Local and the Consolidated Edison Company of New York to determine whether the Membership wishes to hold an election of officers within sixteen (16) weeks following that Meeting.”

THIS PART OF THE AMENDMENT WOULD HAVE CONTINUED TO PERMIT EARLY ELECTIONS, BUT AFTER THE CON ED CONTRACT IS RATIFIED, JUST LIKE NOW. THE OTHER PART OF THE AMENDMENT  - QUOTED ABOVE - WOULD HAVE ALLOWED EARLY ELECTIONS BEFORE THE START OF CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS.

“United Members” did all they could to make sure this amendment did not pass. They lied about the so-called “recall vote,” they lied about the strike fund amendment, they lied about officers being paid during a strike at Con Edison. THEY ALSO KNEW FULL WELL THAT WITHOUT THE PASSAGE OF OUR PROPOSED NEW BY-LAW, THE UNION IS PROHIBITED FROM HOLDING EARLY ELECTIONS EXCEPT AFTER CONTRACT RATIFICATION, WHICH MEANS THIS ELECTION CAMPAIGN WILL HAVE TO BE RIGHT SMACK IN THE MIDDLE OF NEGOTIATIONS.
· Even though “United Members” fought tooth and nail AGAINST our By-Law proposal, their leader had the nerve to announce, at the Local’s recent membership meeting, that he was for early elections – even though he and his party viciously opposed the very By-Law amendments that were designed to permit early elections. THEY EVEN CAMPAIGNED AGAINST AN AMENDMENT ON ANOTHER SUBJECT THAT THEY THEMSELVES HAD PROPOSED in order to sink the amendment that would have permitted early elections.

Was there ever a group who showed such utter disdain for the intelligence of our membership? They take the prize for cynicism. They got what they wanted: Elections that will get in the way of Con Edison negotiations – the contract that covers most of you. They will use the opportunity to attack your representatives while we are in negotiations with Con Edison, no matter what they may say. Their game plan is to divide us and weaken our bargaining power in the hope that you will have an inferior contract. And that has been their intention all along.
             These people are despicable. They deserve the disdain of all of us.
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