DEFENDING OUR RIGHTS AS  

    AMERICANS AND UNION  

   MEMBERS AT ALL COSTS

  MEMBERS FOR TRUTH AND JUSTICE will file suit in Federal Court this week in order to protect YOUR democratic rights as Americans and Union members. Just as Hellen allows the employers to trash our rights under the  

         contracts, he thinks he will also crush democracy in our Union.

  We are not sheep, we are warriors. We will not hesitate to stand up to  

      Hellen and his wannabee lieutenants and his violent goon squads.


The lawsuit will take on Hellen and his crew for what they did at the September 25 membership meeting. If you were there, or heard what went on there, you will understand why we have to seek legal enforcement of the rights of all members. Hellen presented his eleven appointees for membership “ratification”--

· without allowing the nomination of other members,

· without allowing member discussion about his appointees,

· without recognizing a member’s right to raise a point of order,

· without allowing a motion to be made for a secret ballot vote  (even though he had been told more than once such a motion would be made),

· WITHOUT EVEN LETTING MEMBERS CAST VOTES AGAINST HIS APPOINTEES, and

· without honoring the membership’s automatic right to call for a “Division of the House” that would have enabled everyone to see that a clear majority of the membership wanted to cast their votes against ratifying his appointees.



To cap thing off, Hellen rushed to adjourn the meeting, making up a story that he was not legally permitted to continue since several members had the wisdom and foresight to bring video cameras along with them. Hellen’s legal  argument  was cock and bull. The real reason Hellen stopped the meeting 

     was because he feared having to face the membership after he made a complete mockery of the vote and dragged democracy through the mud.

What did Hellen do instead of continuing with the meeting that he was required to hold? He looked on silently as his supporters went around the hall in gangs beating up anyone who didn’t look right to them. They kicked, pushed, pummeled and punched members some of whom were 30 years their senior—and Hellen stood there on the stage, keeping mum, his crony grinning like a Cheshire cat and puffing away on a cigarette. Hellen did not call for order. Hellen did not do his duty to direct the sergeants-at-arms to pull his henchmen off the members who were being attacked. Instead he had those sergeants-at-arms huddle together near the stage, letting the beatings proceed.

Shamefully, Hellen went on to lie outrageously to the membership by writing that there had been a “strong and overwhelming vote of approval” for his appointees. How fitting: Putting out a “Big Lie” after letting packs of “storm troopers” throw this organization into chaos.

Hellen’s contempt for our fundamental liberties and democratic rights is illegal. It plainly violates federal labor laws and the Local’s By-laws. It also trashes basic values that we as Americans and Union members hold dear.

Do you wonder why we must go to Court to put an end to this travesty of running a Union? First, Hellen unlawfully gets rid of officers whom you elected to represent you. Then he rams 11 new officers down our throats—without a true vote. We intend to turn this Union around by fighting for the rights of all of us. Hellen has already shown his incompetence by negotiating inferior contracts and not sticking up for the membership in the workplace. We will not let him bury all hope for change. SUPPORT US IN OUR FIGHT TO RESTORE DEMOCRACY IN LOCAL 1-2. Remember—

                                  Apathy Is Lethal

               MEMBERS FOR TRUTH AND JUSTICE

                             www.membersfortruthandjustice.com
