       IGNORANCE

                   or   

      ARROGANCE?

               

A Union President should be proficient in lots of areas. He should know the collective bargaining agreements like the back of his hand. He should be thoroughly familiar with labor law and be expert in Robert’s Rules of Order, because our By-Laws, Article V, Section 8, require such familiarity:

               “Parliamentary procedure at all meetings shall be governed by Roberts

                 Rules of Order revised, except as otherwise provided for in the By-Laws.” 

            THE PRESIDENT OF OUR UNION, MANNY HELLEN, IS TOTALLY UNCONCERNED   

              WITH EITHER PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES OR THE LOCAL’S BY-LAWS.
     At the September 25 membership meeting Business Rep John Duffy raised

a Point of Order. Hellen announced, “Your motion is out of order.” To which

Duffy responded, quite correctly, “I am not making a motion. I am asking for a Point of Order.” Hellen continued to bluster, “Your Point of Order is out of order.” Hellen then continued with his agenda IN VIOLATION  OF LAW: 

   “A point of Order takes precedence over any pending question… is in order  when another has the floor, even interrupting a person speaking or reading a report…” Chapter VIII, Robert’s Rules of Order.
    Duffy then appealed Hellen’s ruling that he was out of order. Hellen refused to permit the appeal, AGAIN VIOLATING THE RIGHTS OF THE MEMBERS.

    “A member who disagrees with a ruling of the chair… should not hesitate to appeal…. An appeal takes precedence over any question pending at the time the chair makes a ruling from which the appeal is made.” Chapter VIII, Robert’s Rules of Order.

    When Hellen proceeded to stage a ridiculous vote to push his cronies through, INCREDIBLY, HE DID NOT ASK FOR ANY “NAY” VOTES, so if you wanted to vote against ratifying his hand-picked choices you were out of luck. HOW ABSURD IS THAT? He knew there were many, many members who opposed his pals, and he refused to hear from them (us). Business Rep Duffy called for a “Division of the House,” as he had a perfect right to do, which simply means there should be a vote count. Hellen ignored Duffy’s call. As anyone with the slightest awareness of Robert’s Rules and basic fairness would know, ANY MEMBER HAS AN ABSOLUTE RIGHT TO HAVE A VOTE COUNTED— even Hellen’s kind of vote, which isn’t a vote at all.

        “Whenever a member doubts the result of a voice vote he can call for a Division, thereby requiring the vote to be taken by rising…. When a Division is demanded, the chair immediately takes the vote again, first by having the affirmative rise, then by having the negative rise.” Chapter VIII, Robert’s Rules of Order.

        Is this what democracy in Local 1-2 has come to? No vote, no vote count, no respect for this Union’s membership or its By-Laws. What a shame for our Union.

Hellen rammed 11 new officers of the Union down our throats, including the arrogant Tony Olivet as Vice President. There are now approximately 25% of the Union’s officers that we didn’t vote for. Hellen thinks he outranks the membership. An American Court of law will see it differently. We promise: You will be allowed to elect democratically whoever you want to represent you. The Courts will see to that.

        Was it Hellen’s ignorance or arrogance that led him to behave in such a manner? The answer is, it was a combination of both. He’s been faking it for four years. He is weak and inept in every area, especially in collective bargaining. He fancies himself as a great negotiator. We know otherwise. Hellen is a bully, not a  

                 leader. He is a keystone-cop who trips over his own feet.

Look at the last Edison contract. Look at the 11 people Hellen tried to ram down our throats, without so much as a vote worthy of the name. Look at the ugly violence by his supporters. Look at the very poor quality of the lieutenants who surround him. Look at the way he has thrown our Union into turmoil for the sake of his personal vendettas. Look at the way the companies run roughshod over our rights day in and day out, and what this    

                                means to you and your family.
· To Hellen we say: Your day is over. Once the Court hears our case, or as soon as we the members get a chance, your term, and your reign of terror, is over.


 ATTEND THE NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING. DON’T BE       

                              INTIMIDATED. REMEMBER…

                                     APATHY IS LETHAL.
                               MEMBERS FOR TRUTH AND JUSTICE

                                   www.membersfortruthandjustice.com

