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   ELECTION PREDICTIONS

Now that the Election Board results are about to come in, the usual events will occur:

· The minor parties, “New Union” party and “United Utility Workers” party, will look to cut a deal with “members 1st” or Manny’s “Justice” party, or whoever will take them, and try to exercise “leverage” by promising that their small percentage of the vote will help Hellen or “members 1st” be competitive. 

· HELLEN WILL HOLD A WHOLESALE HOUSECLEANING WITH A NEW TICKET OF WANNABEES, LOOKING TO BLAME HIS UNDERLINGS FOR HIS GROSS INCOMPETENCE.
· “Members 1st” -- all they have ever done is hurt the membership while they were in office (cash balance pension, extension of the time discipline can be used against us to 2 full years, etc.) -- will try to reinvent themselves again by continuing all the complaining and grandstanding they have been doing since they were again beaten in the election 2 years ago.

· If Joyce’s or McMahon’s ego-tripping fringe parties can’t connect with anyone, they will stay in the race out of spite hoping to SPLIT the dissident vote --  with Manny’s blessings.

· Manny will cite his vast experience negotiating lousy contracts with the “help” of his army of attorneys and public relations firms. By the way, is it true we owe one of your public relations firms $400,000 of our dues money? What for? Paying for your publicity?

· Varrichio, who retired 5 years ago, will still be standing outside the Edison properties lying about what happened when he was an officer.
· “Members 1st will continue to take scores of different positions -- whatever they think is politically tenable -- as they have done over the last 5 years.

· In November, 2002, “members 1st” put out a leaflet saying “Hellen cannot fill Flaherty’s shoes.” They won’t say that this time, because telling the truth in this campaign is not to their advantage.
· Dennis Joyce (“New Union” party), at a recent Union membership meeting, sucked up to Hellen by addressing him as follows: “You are a truly great negotiator.” Is that so? Then why are you running against him? For “leverage”? To split the vote? See above.

· A word to the minor parties in this race: If you cut a deal with Hellen to stay in the race as a spoiler, bear in mind -- Manny Hellen’s word is worth two dead flies. He will shake your hand, look you in the eye, promise to do something – and then renege. The next day you’re in for a rude awakening.

HELLEN AND THE OTHERS WILL STOP AT NOTHING TRYING TO FOOL YOU:

In another ludicrous attempt to deceive the membership, “MEMBERS 1ST,” “NEW UNION,” AND “UNITED UTILITY WORKERS” are saying that we, Truth and Justice, are aligned with Hellen’s Justice Party. THE FACTS PROVE THEY ARE LIARS.
                                               FACTS

· Farrell, Sugrue and Giacometti of TRUTH AND JUSTICE are suing Hellen PERSONALLY as well as in his capacity as President of Local 1-2, and
     Flaherty’s lawyer is now drawing up papers to sue Hellen and the Justice

     Party for libel and slander (defame) based on their outlandish leaflets.
· The attack by all 4 parties opposing TRUTH AND JUSTICE and Flaherty last
     week sure looked coordinated, didn’t it? Right down to “members 1st”

     and the Justice Party giving out their vile slanders on different days!
MORE LIES FROM HELLEN AND COMPANY:

        Once again Hellen and “members 1st” are lying about Flaherty’s agreement to end the trusteeship. During a trusteeship no membership meetings or meetings of any kind are held. You do not get to elect your own officers. They are picked by the Trustee. The unelected Trustee and his appointees negotiate contracts that are binding on us. That is who “members 1st” are, the unelected appointees of the Trustee. They have never been elected to anything. They have been defeated overwhelmingly in every Union-wide election they were in. Even the incompetent Hellen has defeated them in the last two elections.


When Flaherty signed the agreement to end the trusteeship, “members 1st” went nuts. Trusteeships can last for many, many years. That’s what “members 1st” was hoping for. They loved no meetings, no elections, no accountability. These are the people who are now shouting for Union democracy. Incredible!

AT LONG LAST, WE CAN GET OUT FROM UNDER THESE GUYS.

        TRUTH AND JUSTICE can and will do the job. When we are elected you will see an immediate and marked change in your Union and in your working conditions. We will police this contract as never before. We will build upon the experience and record of our party’s leadership by negotiating the best contracts in this Union’s history.

        We want to take this opportunity to thank all of our members who participated in this election (a democratic process we were denied under the trusteeship). Your future and the future of your families are at stake. REMEMBER --
         A VOTE FOR TRUTH AND JUSTICE IS A VOTE FOR     

       A BETTER, STRONGER, MORE RESPONSIBLE UNION.
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