               A WORD ABOUT THE VOTE

             ON THE BY-LAW AMENDMENT

AND HELLEN’S VIOLENT MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Compared to the violence by Hellen’s goons, the vote on the By-Law amendment which would have required random drug-testing for Union officers pales into insignificance. But it still is interesting that the By-Law missed getting majority support by a mere handful of votes,

even though we did not devote one single word on behalf of the amendment in our communications with you, the members, while Hellen spent the Union’s money (your dues) printing and distributing leaflets on September 16, September 18, September 23, and September 25 to campaign against the amendment.


Hellen’s people also escorted their black-shirted and red-shirted supporters by their hands to the polling place, while we concentrated on getting a democratic vote on the eleven (11) officer positions that were supposed to be voted on at the meeting – the meeting and “vote” that dissolved into violence as Hellen and his cronies looked on with smiles. We wonder how many of the members who came to the meeting intending to cast their vote for the amendment after the end of the meeting left in utter disgust once the violent meeting broke down and the police were called. We wonder how many members were so repulsed by Hellen’s way of holding membership meetings that they protested by “voting with their feet”—getting far away from the scene of the violence instead of going to a hall two blocks away to cast their ballots.

And still Hellen just squeaked by with a bare majority of the votes.

Shouldn’t that tell you something about how disgusted your fellow members are with Hellen and his largely unelected “team,” his clique of cronies?

By the way, we did not push for the amendment because the By-Law Committee hand-picked by Hellen made two ridiculous and unlawful decisions about the By-law amendments that we submitted. One was that the members should not be allowed to hold a new election for both Vice President and President if the Presidency becomes vacant for any reason (such as leaving for the National Union). They refused to allow the amendment on the ballot. That ruling by Hellen’s Committee had no basis in law, and contradicted the means by which the Justice Party was elected to office in 1990, which all sides considered lawful and beyond reproach. 

The Committee’s second ruling WATERED DOWN the random-drug-testing amendment beyond recognition, by giving President Hellen control over the results of the testing. What a joke. Hellen butchered that amendment in order to protect – guess who? – Hellen!

And still Hellen just squeaked by with a bare majority of the votes.

 If you are among the 800 members who voted on the amendment, you should remember that Hellen, in his Union-financed leaflets, said repeatedly that “Union officers are already subject to drug testing.” Ask your Business Reps the next time you see them when the last time was they – or Hellen, or Olivet – were drug tested. Ask them if there is any Local 1-2 officer who has ever been tested at random, the way you and your fellow members are tested. We know the answers, and we bet you do too. But it still might be educational to watch their faces as they try to defend Hellen’s lies.

 What all this means is that Hellen does not intend – has never intended – to follow the rules of Union democracy as spelled out in federal law and in our By-laws. As we’ve been telling you, he is a demagogue. When he saw he would not win a fair election to install

his 11 appointees as Local 1-2 officers, violence ensued. When he felt threatened by perfectly legitimate and sound By-law amendments, he either refused to let them on the ballot for the members’ consideration or distorted them beyond recognition. Hellen went so far as to fire the Union officers, your elected Business Reps, who proposed those By-laws.

      We need change. We need new leadership. You can bring that change about by coming to the November membership meeting and making your voices heard. Otherwise, you won’t get the contracts you need and deserve.
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