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THE TRUTH FROM TRUTH AND JUSTICE                                                                      ABOUT THE BY-LAW VOTE

· For the first time in anyone’s memory, there are two dissident groups who do not want to hold an election.

· They are two ostensibly new groups: One calls itself “united members” – which is the old “members 1st” with a new name.

· The other calls itself “members for progressive change,” which is the old Justice Party under Hellen and Waters.

· BOTH ARE RUN BY FORMER OFFICERS OF THIS LOCAL.

· They are urging our members to vote “no” on the By-law amendments that would enable the Union to hold elections this year.

· That’s ridiculous. As they know, we need an election this year to enable the Union to bargain effectively next year, when key contracts are coming due.
                   *                          *                          *                          *

· On another matter, as we pointed out to you the amendments are largely cosmetic, but these two groups want to make an issue where there isn’t any. They claim we want to raid the Defense Fund.

     NOT TRUE. This Union has no intention of raiding the Defense Fund.

· We are simply clarifying the By-law at the request of the National Union in view of the National’s interpretation of our By-laws. This Union for the first time in anyone’s memory is in the black. At the time of this writing we have over $600,000 in the bank. They know full well we are in great shape financially. They probably can’t understand a financial statement, but their lawyers can certainly read our LM-2 financial filing with the U.S.  Labor Department (it’s on the internet). 

As to holding elections this year, why are these splinter groups running away from the democratic process?

· Why in heaven’s name does an opposition group not want to hold an election? Is their “Union Democracy” leaflet writer going on vacation?

· Is it their cartoonist that’s going on vacation? (To Toonerville, perhaps?)

· Are their lawyers tied-up attacking other Unions?

· Or do they want to force the Union into holding elections while we’re in negotiations with our two largest employers, Entergy and Con Edison?

We predict these two groups are already one, and together will announce their merger with fanfare, ruffles and flourishes. It’s just another ruse to deceive our members. Don’t be fooled --

· Vote YES on the By-laws and hold elections this year.

· We also urge you to vote for the Truth and Justice Party slate for Election Board for a fair and honest election.
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