     LOOK WHO’S TALKING            

                   “UNITY”
Hellen and Waters are talking “unity”                  The “Me 1st” Party is talking “unity”

Remember, Members 1st has given out leaflets criticizing Hellen and Waters well after the election. They weren’t concerned with unity then or now.





      Guess what is about to happen?

Hellen and Waters realize that by suppressing dissent in the most obscene and vindictive manner they have lost more than half their strength. Watch, now in the alleged interest of “unity” Members 1st and Hellen and Waters will join together to try and beat back the challenge from within the Union. The handwriting is on the wall. They think that the membership is naïve and gullible. We are not. We will NOT countenance cheap political tricks to prevent the exposure of Hellen and Waters as the weak and ineffective leaders that they are. No matter how much they praise themselves.

As Union members we enjoy certain rights that were bought and paid for during labor disputes and on picket lines by the sacrifice of Union members some who were killed standing up for their rights and for our rights.

On February 26th, 2003 Manny Hellen suspended three of the elected officers of our Union because they prepared amendments to the Local’s by-laws which would make the 

Union more democratic and better functioning. Hellen also filed charges against them claiming that they had referred to him and Waters in derogatory language and had questioned their “authority” and had engaged in a “conspiracy” against them. Here’s a brief rundown of the latest cowardly acts by Hellen and Waters:

· Hellen suspended the three officers before giving them a chance to be heard, which is illegal under the by-laws and due process.

· Hellen appointed the Union’s General Counsel to replace the Chairperson of the Union’s Executive Board as the presiding Officer at the trial on the bogus charges, to make ALL rulings at the trial.

· Hellen did not let the membership vote on his actions at the membership meeting that night – he said it was his right to run the show, not the members. Whose Union is this, anyway? 

· Hellen called a meeting of the Executive Board a few days after suspending the officers and filing charges, and he and Waters presented their case to the Board with the Union’s lawyers next to them, but without the officers charged even being allowed to be present.

· At that Board meeting Hellen said the Board members had to hand out leaflets condemning the officers and praising Hellen and Waters. When most of the Board members refused, Hellen called in the Union’s lawyer again and the lawyer said to the Board, you have to hand them out. 

*** Remember, the Executive Board is the ruling body of the Union and makes the  

      decisions, not Manny Hellen, Jerry Waters or the lawyers.

· Hellen is looking to remove the brother – an elected Executive Board member – of one of the officers charged and would not allow him to sit on the trial committee with the rest of the Board members.

· Hellen then filed a frivolous defamation lawsuit against the suspended officers in court. Which lawyer filed the lawsuit on behalf of Hellen?  The Union’s General Counsel, naturally. (This is the same lawyer who said he was going to cross-examine the suspended officers before the trial committee. How’s that for a conflict of interest?)
· Since filing the charges Hellen and Waters have been using our dues money to pay for leaflets praising their “phantom” record in office, a blatant attempt to boost themselves up at a time when they are pressing their bogus case against the suspended officers.

Manny Hellen and Jerry Waters have been attempting to mount a campaign of trying to intimidate the membership and our elected representatives, and also of self-glorification (using our dues money) to accomplish their unlawful political objectives.  How quickly they have forgotten the strength and resolve of the members of this Union. They let it go to their heads.

As Americans and as Union Members we will continue to fight for our rights and your rights…for as long as it takes.

