 IS THE SEPTEMBER 25   

     ELECTION OVER

   BEFORE IT BEGINS?

There is supposed to be an election in Local 1-2 at the September 25 membership meeting. Up to 11 vacant positions will be filled, among them the Local’s Vice President, 2 Senior Business Reps, 3 Business Reps, 4 Executive Board Members and 1 Financial Observer. This means that the future of your Union – your future -- will depend on what happens then.
· But the election will be fair and honest only if you and your fellow members pay close attention to how the election is held and come to the meeting to make your views and your choices known.

         If Hellen holds a voice vote to have his appointees rubber-stamped, there is little chance of a fair election. You know how voice votes are held… the Union’s head honchos pack the front rows with their supporters, the President submits the names of his friends for approval and then calls out, “All those in favor say aye, all opposed say nay.” There’s a lot of screaming and hollering, and -- to no one’s surprise -- the President announces, “The ayes have it. So-and-so’s appointment is approved.”

      Obviously, the President is going to be biased in favor of ruling that his hand-picked candidates won the voice vote. This is particularly true of Hellen, who has been caught in several big lies recently and who a Federal Court ruled probably violated the democratic rights of members under law when he manipulated the removal of Union officials whom you elected.

    WE HAVE THEREFORE DEMANDED THAT AN ALL- DAY

    SECRET BALLOT VOTE BE HELD ON SEPTEMBER 25   

WHY RELY ON A VOICE VOTE THAT CAN BE MANIPULATED? 

IS HELLEN AFRAID OF MEMBERS HAVING MORE OF AN OPPORTUNITY TO VOTE TO FILL THE UNION’S VACANCIES?

                An all-day vote has many advantages:

·  Hellen won’t be able to make a joke of the voting by   

    declaring “the ayes have it” when he wants his choice to win.

· The many Local 1-2 members who cannot attend the  

    evening meeting in Manhattan will have all day to cast a vote.

· The members of Local 1-2 will have a truly democratic

     opportunity to control the destiny of our Union.

BUT WHETHER OR NOT HELLEN AGREES TO DO THE RIGHT THING, IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY THAT THE MEMBERS OF THIS LOCAL TURN OUT AT THE SEPTEMBER 25 MEMBERSHIP MEETING TO PROTECT DEMOCRACY IN OUR UNION. KEEP THE PRESSURE AND THE SPOTLIGHT ON HELLEN, VOTE YOUR CONSCIENCES AND YOUR INTERESTS.  IN THAT WAY HELLEN WILL HAVE TO LISTEN TO YOUR VOICES, WHETHER HE LIKES IT OR NOT.
  IT’S YOUR UNION. TAKE IT BACK.
This Union needs change at the top, and September 25 is the

time for you to send a message. Please plan to attend the meeting.

DON’T LET HELLEN TRAMPLE ON YOUR RIGHTS, ESPECIALLY   

YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE AND HAVE YOUR VOTE COUNTED.
                APATHY IS LETHAL
              MEMBERS FOR TRUTH AND JUSTICE

