   THE EASY WAY
Elected Officers Harry Farrell, John Sugrue and Lucia Giacometti realized there are many things wrong with this Union. In the last election the common theme they heard from the members was that the current administration is the lesser of two evils. Fantastic. Hellen and Waters are really bad, but members 1st is worse. What a choice. The easy way would have been for them to go along and get along, to put their heads in the sand and pretend they don’t see the Union being destroyed. However, the only way for evil to flourish is for good men and women to do nothing.

Farrell, Sugrue and Giacometti knew once they submitted by-laws (making the Union more open and democratic) they would be attacked and vilified. But they did it anyway. They displayed singular courage that used to be present in the labor movement. They stood up for the membership and our rights. Other people, who lack courage and self-esteem, will take the easy way and follow demagogues.

Hellen and Waters will go to any lengths to protect their inept handling of our Union. They will stifle any criticism and abuse their roles in order to protect themselves. At a recent staff meeting they severely warned the officers of Local 1-2 NOT TO SPEAK to a certain National Officer until after the June 2003 convention. The officers were also told they were NOT ALLOWED TO CRITICIZE the “leadership” (Hellen & Waters). Some Officers took it in stride, the-go-along-get-along Officers. The Officers with self-respect and courage were outraged by this new offense (and rightfully so) and decided it was time for action to protect democracy in our Union.

The elected Officers are also Union members like us.

How would you feel if the Union told you who you were not allowed to speak to? How would you feel if the Union told you that you were not allowed to criticize the “leadership's” pathetic performance? 

Not many members of Local 1-2 would ever stand for it.

Did Hellen and Waters ever hear of the U.S. Constitution? Did Hellen and Waters ever hear of the Landrum-Griffin Act, which contains the Union Members’ Bill of Rights?
The law guarantees:
FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION                                         FREEDOM OF SPEECH

The right to talk to any Union member or ANYONE, for that matter. The right to criticize ANYONE. THIS IS AMERICA!

What Hellen and Waters call “conspiracy” is freedom of association.

What Hellen and Waters call “defamation” is free speech.

If Hellen and Waters didn’t want to be criticized they shouldn’t have run for office. If you can’t stand the heat get out of the kitchen.

WATCH NOW AS HELLEN AND WATERS TRY TO POLITICIZE THEIR SHORTCOMINGS. We can’t do our contracts with all this criticism of how we run the Local. We need “unity”. Let us do anything we please. Let us crush individual rights. Let us not police the contract. Let’s let the company continue to walk all over us. Let’s make this one big party – just don’t criticize us.

Someone should remind Hellen and Waters that almost 4 out of 10 Con Edison workers voted to strike rather than accept the last contract they negotiated. An abomination compared to previous contracts. 

By the time you read this, the mock Executive Board trial will have been completed. No one is optimistic, not with this crew running things (for now). However, someone finally told Hellen and Waters that their charges against Farrell, Sugrue and Giacometti were clearly illegal, since Farrell, Sugrue and Giacometti had a legal right to speak out. Hellen and Waters understood they had better trump something up, so they went back and amended the charges. They accused Farrell of not processing grievances – what a joke. Sugrue – same thing. Giacometti they charged with “lying to them”. This would be funny if it weren’t so transparent.

It’s a sham! Farrell, Sugrue and Giacometti aren't allowed an attorney, but Hellen's personal lawyer not only can be present but is the legal adviser for the Trial Committee. Some fair trial that is. No right to know what their accuser has said until the eve of trial. No access to their records in time to prepare a defense. HELLEN AND WATERS HAVE BETRAYED THE PRINCIPLES OF THE JUSTICE PARTY. They want you to believe that the good Officers are Frankie Caira and Chuck Rizzo and that Farrell, Sugrue and Giacometti didn’t do their jobs.

THIS FIGHT IS FOR YOU AND YOUR RIGHTS. STAND UP WITH FARRELL, SUGRUE AND GIACOMETTI AT THE NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING. STAND UP FOR TRUTH, DEMOCRACY AND REAL JUSTICE. GET INVOLVED AND RETURN LOCAL 1-2 TO THE STRONG, PROUD UNION IT ONCE WAS!

